
August, 2020 

Theses services will be 
on our YouTube 

channel, until we can 
be together again!

August 2  

9th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

òLaborersó 
Sermon Series: Short Stories  

Matthew 10:1-16 
 

August 9  

10th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

òWidowó 
Sermon Series: Short Stories  

Luke 18:1-8 
 

August 16  

11th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
òLazarusó 

Sermon Series: Short Stories  

Luke 16:19-31 

August 23  

12th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Eric Carlson  
 

August 30  

13th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

TBD  

CHILD & CHILDREN OF GOD 
 
ñThis is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. When Mary his mother was 
engaged to Joseph, before they were married, she became pregnant by the Holy 
Spirit.  Joseph her husband was a righteous man. Because he didnôt want to 
humiliate her, he decided to call off their engagement quietly.  As he was thinking 
about this, an angel from the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ñJoseph son 
of David, donôt be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because the child she carries 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, and you will call him 
Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.ò  When Joseph woke up, he 
did just as an angel from God commanded and took Mary as his wife.ò   

Matthew 1:18-24 (CEB) 
 
ñGod sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a city in Galilee, to a virgin who was 
engaged to a man named Joseph, a descendant of Davidôs house. The virginôs name 
was Mary.  When the angel came to her, he said, óRejoice, favored one! The Lord is 
with you!ô  She was confused by these words and wondered what kind of greeting 
this might be.  The angel said, óDonôt be afraid, Mary. God is honoring you.  Look! 
You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus.  He will be 
great and he will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him 
the throne of David his father.  He will rule over Jacobôs house forever, and there 
will be no end to his kingdom.ôéThen Mary said, óI am the Lordôs servant. Let it 
be with me just as you have said.ô Then the angel left her.ò 

Luke 1:26-33, 38 (CEB) 
 
You can rest assured that you didnôt miss anything, and that the calendar did not just jump 
from summer to winter with an unannounced celebration of Christmas.  Itôs just that these 
passages of scripture have been on your pastorôs mind lately.  At the time of writing this 
(July 20th), there is just one month remaining until Stephanie and I will wake up on the 
expected arrival date of our soon-to-be baby daughter (but whoôs counting, right?).   
In the scriptures noted above, Joseph, in the blink of an eye, became an earthly father to 
Jesus, the incarnation of God.  Maryôs life was turned upside down as she experienced the 
miraculous pregnancy and the labor pains of childbirth, delivering a wiggly little boy 
known only as Emmanuel, ñGod with us.ò  Nothing will put pressure on you as a parent 
like parenting the Son of God, right?! 
Now, before you think Iôm comparing myself as a parent, to the parenthood of Joseph or 
Mary, itôs extremely important for me to say that while my children are wonderful ï and 
believe me, I have a unmistakable parental bias which allows me to believe that they are 
extraordinarily remarkable children ï they are not the incarnation of God on earth.  Nor am 
I.  Nor are you.  
But!!! 
But, we are all children of God, created in the image of God, and vivified by the very 
breath of God!  We are all beautifully and wonderfully made by the same God that 
proclaimed in the beginning that ñit was good.ò We are formed like clay in the hands of the 
masterful Potter.  We are knit together in the womb, and called into a life of grace and 
abundant joy by the source of life, Godôs-self.   
You.  Yes, you!  You were created as a child of God, and no matter what people, the world, 
or even the church says (yes, the church has a history of getting it wrong), you remain a 
beloved child of God.  If you didnôt know that before, please read this paragraph over and 
over again until it is engraved upon your heart and mind.                 Continued on page 2... 
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Autumn Ridge of Clarkston       Shirley Robertson 
Great Lakes Christian Home     Helen Floyd 
Willowbrook Manor            Dave Dutton            

If you would like to receive prayer 
concern emails from the church, 
please contact the church office at 
office@grandblancumc.org. 
You can also receive church 
updates through email and this 
newsletter too!  Just let us know! 

We extend our deepest 
sympathy to Nan Rahn and 
family.  Rev. David Rahn 
passed away on Friday, 
July 17.  He will truly be 
missed here at GBUMC. 

CHILD & CHILDREN OF GOD    Continued from page 1é 
So, what does any of that wonderful reminder have to do with Mary and Joseph?  For 
some, we are called to be parents to children, however those children become part of 
our myriad families.  For others, we are called to be, in many ways like parents for 
children.  But, parents or not, for each one of us who call ourselves Christians, we are 
called to nurture, love, comfort, challenge, and embrace all those in our midst, as if 
they are family (because they are).  I know that this may sound so very sweet and 
idealistic ï like something from a TV drama, this is, in fact, a commitment we make to 
one another in the Christian church.  Read these words, likely familiar, from the United 
Methodist baptismal liturgy: 
Question to the Congregation: ñWill you nurture one another in the Christian 
faith and life and include these persons now before you in your care?ò 
Congregationôs Response: ñWith Godôs help we will proclaim the good news and 
live according to the example of Christ.  We will surround these persons with a 
community of love and forgiveness, that they may grow in their trust of God, and be 
found faithful in their service to others.  We will pray for them that they may be true 
disciples who walk in the way that leads to life.ò 

As people of faith and as disciples of Christ, we are called, like Joseph and Mary, and 
like all those who have faithfully served God since, to care for, nurture, and love those 
who God has placed among us.  
Brothers and sisters in Christ, it is with love for my great big church family, and with a 
passion for those whom this church has yet to meet, that I share in this responsibility 
with you. 
Pastor Brian 

Please feel free to contact the 
church office if you do not 
have internet and would like 
to receive weekly devotional 
materials in the mail. 

We extend our deepest sympathy 
to Peggy Carlson and her family.  
Peggyôs husband, David, passed 
away on July 19, 2020 

Memorial Garden 
Don Floyd, Loise Hubler and Jo Kingston were inhumed in the Memorial Garden on July 
14, 2020.  Because we were unable to have our Memorial Garden Service on Memorial Day 
Sunday, I thought I would share those inhumed in the Garden with you here: 
Darlene Barnett, Aaron Jay Billings, Dorothy Bragg, Jacquelyn Crawford, Michael Farrell, 
Bruce Ferguson, Joseph Grenier, Kenneth Halter, Steven C. Halter, Sherman Hansen, 
Schuyler (Bill) Horton, Dewey Hubler, Mark R. Humphrey, Jean Johnson, Billie Kress, 
James Messmore, E. Marie Newbould, Richard Newbould, Helen Pelton, Duane Poole, 
Libby L. Slogor, Thelma Springate, Beulah Turbin, Kenneth Turbin, Elva Mae Warner, 
Edythe Wessel, Barbara Worrell  
òInspire us by their memory, O Lord, to be your Church, here and wherever you send us in 
your service, that by faithful words and living deeds we may pass on the gift of life in Jesus 
Christ that conquers even death.ó 



The leadership of the church is continuing 
to discuss the safest way to reopen the 
church.  We will be following direction 
from the Bishop, and will be following 
public health protocol.  Updates will be 
shared through future newsletters, email 
and our website. We are here for you.  
Please reach out, if you need us. 

Sr. High Youth Mission Opportunity!  

Thursday, August 13...we are planning a trip to spend the day in mission at Cass 
Community Social Services in Detroit.  We have served there a couple of times before, 
working on the tiny houses.  We do not know what we will be working on at this time, but it 
will be very meaningful.  We will take every safety precaution, including wearing masks in 
the vehicles that we ride in on our way to and from Detroit.  We hope that you will plan to 
go with us!  Please feel free to contact Cathy Mitchinson  or Dan Carvill, if you have any 
questions or concerns. 
 
Speaking of Dan and Cathy...it has been an honor to lead the Senior High Youth Group for 
the past several years, but we have decided to pass the torch.  Brian Rice and Jennifer 
Lengyel will be taking over the Senior High Youth Leadership positions beginning in 
September 2020.  Thank you so much for allowing us the privilege to learn and grow with 
the amazing youth of GBUMC.  We have so many wonderful memories!!  Dan and Cathy 

Church Beautificationða team effort and unique ministry!  
 
GBUMC has truly been blessed by the long time efforts of a small cadre of dedicated people who 
have given countless hours of time, talent and plant materials to beautify our church grounds.  In 
addition to the many plantings and general grounds maintenance they have created the restful 
park-like setting and trail where land was brush covered and unkempt. The initiative was started 
five years ago by Bob Mills under the auspices of the UMM.  Bob coordinates to ensure efforts are 
compatible with Trustee wishes.  At first there were many helpers but over time the numbers have 
dwindled.   
 
More volunteers needed!  Find new talents, develop new skills!   If you would like to help in any 
way call Bob Mills. 
 
Funding help also needed!  To date no funds have been used for church beautification from any 
church source.  If you would like to support this wonderful work financially please send 
contributions payable to GBUMC earmarked for "Church Beautification Project".   
 
Sincerest thanks to the core group that continues the work that is truly a ministryðBob Mills, 
Stacey and Bill Tyckoski, Nick Federici, Ron Blakemore and Dan Carvill, and to others who may 
help that I am not aware of.   
 
Tom Cerny, UMM 

²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ 
ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ tŀǎǘƻǊ .ǊƛŀƴΩǎ 
Řŀƛƭȅ ŘŜǾƻǝƻƴŀƭǎ ƻƴ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜΦ    LŦ ȅƻǳ 
Ǝƻ ǘƻ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜΦŎƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ 
DǊŀƴŘ .ƭŀƴŎ ¦a/Σ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ 
ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ƴƻǝŬŎŀǝƻƴǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǝƳŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǾƛŘŜƻ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǘŜŘΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ 
ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΦ 



BUILDING RE-ENTRY GUIDELINES 

 

On June 16 letters were either emailed or mailed to all parishioners from Ad Council detailing plans for building reentry.  Safety of all who enter our 
building is our highest priority and the focus of the GBUMC and COVID-19 Guidelines document.   

 
òPhases will be advanced when changes in circumstances are noted through time.  Presently we are in early Phase II.  Some outside groups are 

using the building for meetings (AA and Al Anon).  Some church groups (Friday Menõs Coffee and Prayer Shawl) have met in the parking lot.  All are 

asked to follow CDC guidelines of masks, physical distancing, and good hygiene.  Office staffing is not back to a regular routine. 

 

This is a very different time for churches everywhere.  We at GBUMC will follow guidelines from the CDC and advice from our Bishop.  Worship 

services will remain online as we continue into the future.  Meanwhile, we need to remain faithful and move on knowing GOD is always with us.ó 
 

The following is an outline of the Phases: 
 

¶  PHASE ZERO ðSHELTER IN PLACE 

¶  PHASE ONEñRECORDING IN SANCTUARY 

¶  PHASE TWOñSMALL GROUPS + STAFF IN OFFICE (our current Phase) - The shift from Phase One to Phase Two is based on a re-

evaluation of the situation using applicable criteria, which may be similar to that used in Phase One. You might expect several weeks 

of improving conditions to pass before this shift. This will require careful observance of physical distancing recommendations on an 

ongoing basis.  

 

ß Church to be sanitized and cleaned thoroughly by custodial company before staff is to resume regular hours and use of 
church building. 

ß High risk individuals (defined as those over age 60 as well as those with underlying conditions) whether staff or volunteers 

should continue to shelter in place, unless deemed essential 

ß Worship remains online only 

ß Life rituals (weddings, funerals, confirmations) resume in a more traditional way  
ß Small groups / bible studies / committees of <10 people may choose to meet in person  

ß Vacation Bible School will not be held in person 
ß Mission trips will not be offered  

ß Church office functions can resume in person  

ß Use of the building by outside organizations may resume for small group activities  (less than ten people)  

ß Everyone who enters the building will be required to take their temperature; employees will log their temperature at the 

entrance with name and date. Anyone with a temperature above 100.4 will not be allowed to enter the building.  

 

¶  PHASE THREE - IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

¶  PHASE FOURñRETURN TO NORMALCY 

 

A copy of the full document is available on our website (www.grandblancumc.org) or feel free to contact the church office and we can provide one 

for you.  

Thank you for your continued patience as we navigate these uncertain times together.  

Did you know that the Menõs coffee group 

meets in the church parking lot on Friday 

mornings at 10:00am, weather permitting?  The 

Prayer Shawl group also meets in the parking lot 

once a week. They look at the weather for the 

week and then pick the best day!  If you would 

like to socialize while keeping safe, feel free to 

join them!  Bring your own chair and coffee!

Contact the church office with any questions!  



ноǊŘ  [ŀǳǊŀ 

нрǘƘ  {ŀǊŀƘ 
нсǘƘ  !ƴƴΣ !ƭŜȄ 
нтǘƘ  wŀƴŘƛ  
нуǘƘ  DƻǊŘƻƴ 
олǘƘ  aŀǊŎƛŀ 

 
 
 
 
!ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ 

  нƴŘ  wƻǎŜ aŀǊƛŜ ϧ 5ƛŎƪ 
  пǘƘ  /ƘǊƛǎǘȅ ϧ .ƛƭƭ 
  фǘƘ  Dƛƴŀ ϧ .ƻō 
 aŀǊŎƛŀ ϧ 9Ř 

млǘƘ  bŀƴŎȅ ϧ /ǊŀƛƎ  
мрǘƘ  .Ŝǧȅ Dŀȅ ϧ wƛŎƘ  
нсǘƘ  ¢ǊŀŎƛ ϧ 5ŀǾŜ 

нтǘƘ  !ƴƴ ϧ .ƻō 
 /ŀǊǊƛŜ ϧ DŜƴŜ 

Grand Blanc United Methodist Church 
Building and Roof Mortgage Summary 

MORTGAGE BALANCE (as of 06-30-20) 
Mortgage Balance with UMF =  $185,761.64 

 

Mortgage Reserve Fund Balance (as of 06-30-20) =     $16,753.94 
Roof Reserve Fund Balance (as of 06-30-20) =     $16,914.90 

 
If you have any questions, please contact  

Kevin Cook, Finance Chairperson, finance@grandblancumc.org 

.ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ  ²ƛǎƘŜǎ  

  мǎǘ  ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΣ 5ŀƴƛ  
  нƴŘ  /ƻƭƭŜŜƴ 
  пǘƘ  aŀǊǘȅ  

  сǘƘ  .ǊǳŎŜΣ !ŘŀƳ 
  тǘƘ  !ƭ 
  уǘƘ  bƛŎƪ  
  фǘƘ  5ŀǾƛŘΣ 5ƻƴ 
млǘƘ  tŀǳƭΣ [ŜǾƛ 
ммǘƘ  wƻƴΣ  
 .Ŝǧȅ Dŀȅ 
мнǘƘ  {ƘŜƭōȅ 
мпǘƘ  ¢ƻƳΣ 5ŜƴƛǎŜΣ 
    wƛŎƘŀǊŘ 
мрǘƘ  WŜŀƴ 

мсǘƘ  [ŀǳǊŜƴΣ [ŀǳǊŜƴ 
мтǘƘ  5ƻƴƭŜȅ 
муǘƘ  /ƘǳŎƪ 
нлǘƘ  !ƴƴŜΣ {ŀƳ 
ннƴŘ  WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ 

In response to the Governorôs ñStay 
Home, Stay Safeò executive order, the 
GBUMC Finance Committee is 
prayerfully requesting that each member 
make every attempt to honor their 
Stewardship pledge by mailing your 
offering to the church office or utilizing 
the on-line giving system (Vanco) at the 
following link on the Church 
website:  www.grandblancumc.org/tithe/. 
Carol Capell and I will be meeting on a 
limited basis to count and deposit 
offerings so that funds are available to 
meet routine operating and salary 
obligations.   
Kevin Cook, Finance Committee Chair    

Birthdays  

and  

Anniversaries!  

A special thank 
you to all who 
help put 
together our 
video worship 
services.  They 
have been 
such a 
blessing 
during these 
difĜcult times. 

Listening Sessions with Pastor Brian! 

Please take the opportunity to schedule an appointment with Pastor Brian.  
You can sign-up to meet with him individually, as a couple or family.  If 
you want to schedule a small group meeting, we will block out 2 sessions 
back to back so that you have more time to talk.  Because he canôt see us 
every Sunday, like he would like to, we need to introduce ourselves to him 
in these Listening Sessions.  You can log onto www.signupgenius.com 
and search for our sign-up under office@grandblancumc.org or you can 
call the office and schedule an appointment.   
Not comfortable meeting in person?  No problem!  Call the office and we 
can schedule a phone call or a ñvirtualò meeting.  Every one of us needs to 
help welcome Pastor Brian and show him what GBUMC is all about! 

https://www.grandblancumc.org/tithe/
http://www.signupgenius.com
mailto:office@grandblancumc.org


Grand Blanc United Methodist Church 
515 Bush Avenue 
Grand Blanc, MI 48439 
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