
October 1  

WORLD COMMUNION 

SUNDAY  

18th
 Sunday after Pentecost 

Sermon Series:  òThree 

Dreamersó 

òJoseph, the Interpreteró 
Genesis 41:15-36 

 

October  8  

19th Sunday after Pentecost 

Sermon Series:  òThree 

Dreamersó 
òJoseph, the  Carpenteró 

Matthew 1:18-24 
 

October  15  

COMMITMENT 

SUNDAY  

NEW MEMBER  

SUNDAY  

20th Sunday after Pentecost 

Sermon Series:  òThree 

Dreamersó 

òGBUMC, the Believersó 

Jeremiah 29:4-7 
 

October 22  

CALL TO MINISTRY 

SUNDAY  

21st Sunday after Pentecost 

òUnlessó 

Exodus 33:12 -19 
 

October 29  

22nd
 Sunday after Pentecost 

Guest Preacher:   

Rev. Steve Buck  

October, 2023 

ñPull Up A Chairò 
 

Then Levi threw a great banquet for Jesus in his home. A large number of tax 
collectors and others sat down to eat with them. The Pharisees and their legal 
experts grumbled against his disciples. They said, ñWhy do you eat and drink with 
tax collectors and sinners?ò Jesus answered, ñHealthy people donôt need a doctor, 
but sick people do.  I didnôt come to call righteous people but sinners to change 
their hearts and lives.ò 

Luke 5:29-32 (CEB) 
 

The other day, I was watching a reality TV show (insert eye roll).  You know, the 
kind of show that adds zero value to your life, but you canôt help but watch?  
Anyway, during this particular episode, the showôs participants were asked what 
time theyôd like to have their lunch.  Their response?  3 oôclock in the afternoon!  
When asked when theyôd like to sit down for dinner (not yet eat, but just sit down, 
mind you), they replied, 10:30pm!  Now, Iôm all for enjoying your vacation and living 
life outside of the box, but lunch is at noon and dinner is between 5 and 6pm, 
right?! 
 

Maybe youôre with me, or maybe youôre not.  And thatôs kind of the point. 
 

I wonder what Leviôs banquet was like.  Do you think it was catered?  Buffet style?  
Family style?  Maybe plated?  What was the vegetarian option?  How much wine 
was there?  Was there enough for everyone?  Oh, and how do you suppose the 
guests were invited? Maybe it was an invitation to the whole community!  Or 
maybe it was just for certain hand-picked guests.  Jesus seemed to have been the 
guest of honor, so do you think he got to weigh in on who came?  Do you think 
they ate dinner on time, or was it more like 10:30pm? 
 

We donôt know the details, but the religious leaders certainly had some criticism for 
the partyéfor Jesusémaybe even for Levi ï but most certainly for the party 
guests.  ñWhy [does Jesus] eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?ò   Now, 
to be fair, the Pharisees were not the only ones asking this question; I guarantee it!  
You see, how should I put this gently?  
 

NO PERSON OF ANY RELIGIOUS AND SPIRITUAL INTEGRITY SPENT TIME 
WITH PEOPLE WHO WERE KNOWN TO BE SINNERS OR TAX COLLECTORS 
UNLESS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY! 
 

Jesus was doing that which no self-respecting rabbi would doéand I think he knew 
it.  I suspect Jesus did it for two reasons.  The first was simply because Jesus was 
showing absolute love for each person, all of whom he saw as a child of God.  
Why?  Because no one is left out of the banquet ï here or heavenly.  The second 
reason I suspect Jesus did it was because he wanted to prove a point to everyone 
who questioned it.  Just because what Iôm doing has not been done beforeéjust 
because itôs unfamiliaréjust because its newédoesnôt make it wrong.  Itôs as if 
Jesusô response is simple, ñJust because itôs different doesnôt mean itôs not loving.ò 
 

In other words, just because I prefer my dinner at 6pm, doesnôt mean that there is 
anything wrong with eating dinner at 10:30pm, especially if thatôs where the people 
who are hungry for love are.  And so, if that means that we need to pull our chairs 
up to that late night table ï no matter how different or out-of-our-comfort-zone it 
may be, our resounding response should simply be, ñLetôs Eat!ò  
 

Thereôs another seat next to mine.  You want it? 
 

Pastor Brian 
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Eleanor Hall 
The Oaks at Woodfield 
5370 E. Baldwin Road 
Room 403 
Grand Blanc, MI  48439 
 
Janet Davis 
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3139 E. Baldwin Road 
Room 502 
Grand Blanc, MI  48439 
 
Marcia Ferguson 
The Oaks at Woodfield 
5370 E. Baldwin Road 
Room 111 
Grand Blanc, MI 48439 
 
Norma Stanbury 
Wellbridge 
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Grand Blanc, MI 48439 

~ We extend our deepest sympathy to the family and friends of 
Larry Spataro, who passed away on August 27, 2023.  Larry is 
Angela Cookôs brother. 
 

~ We extend our deepest sympathy to the family and friends of 
Norma Koerkel, who passed away on September 3, 2023.  Norma 
is Bob Koerkelôs aunt. 

Free Health Programs 

Advance Care Planning 
Planning in advance for future 

healthcare choices. 
¶ What if you became seriously ill or 

were injured? 

¶ What if you could not speak for 
yourself? 

¶ Do you know who would be 
making decisions regarding your 

healthcare? 

FREE Presentation 
October 26 @ 1pm or 
November 16 @ 1pm or 
December 21 @ 1pm 

Genesys Hurley Cancer Institute 
302 Kensington Ave, Flint 
For more information or to 

register: 
Www.ghci.org or 

Call Tommie at 810-908-5972 
 

FREE Breast Cancer 
Screenings 

Thursday, October 12 
5pm to 7pm 

Women & Men, age 18 and older 
are welcome to take advantage of 
a FREE breast cancer screening. 
If the physician determines that a 
mammogram is needed, the 

mammogram will be scheduled at a 
later date and will be free of charge for 
those without health insurance or are 

underinsured and canôt  
afford the co-pay. 

No appointment nor registration 
is necessary. 

Walk-in between the hours of 
5pm & 7pm 

Genesys Hurley Cancer Institute 
302 Kensington Ave, Flint 

 

Smoking Cessation 
Program 

Presented by Brian Cecil, RN, BSN 
FREE 60 minute ZOOM 

information session starting at 
5pm 

October 17 
November 14 
December 12 

Itôs never too late to quit! 
Each session will: 

¶ Help you develop a personal quit 
plan 

¶ Explore alternatives to smoking 

¶ Discuss quit options and allow time 
for questions 

Pre-registration is requested  
Call 810-606-7848  
or email Brian at 

brian.cecil@ascension.org 
Individual counseling is available 



 

Christian   Educati  n  
Director of Christian Education 

Angela Campbell 
christian.education@grandblancumc.org 

If you were unable to attend our Protection Policy 
Training Sessions during September, but will be 
working with Children, Youth and Vulnerable Adults 
here at the church in the future, please contact 
Angela Campbell to set up a training session. 

Fall is here and we are looking forward 

to the startup of  the SOS (support our 

students) program.  Watch for the names 

of  college age youth displayed in the 

Narthex.  If  you are so inclined, please 

take a youthõs name and commit to 

support them during this current school 

year with mail, prayers, etc. 

Youth Group will be collecting goods for 

SOS boxes sent out before the end of  

their semester.  A collection box will be 

located in the Narthex during November.  

Items included in these boxes could 

include, food or snacks, school supplies, 

and/or personal supplies.  A complete 

list will be posted in the near future.   

Coming Soon!  Trunk or Treat! 
Tuesday, October 31 

6pm to 8pm 
[Ŝǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ōȅΗ 

 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ 
ǘǊǳƴƪΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊǳƴƪ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ōŜŦƻǊŜ сǇƳΦ  
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ 

ŎŀƴŘȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ 
tƛȊȊŀ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀǘ рΥолǇƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ 

ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊǳƴƪǎΗ 
²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ Ŧǳƴ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ  
ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΗ 

The youth will be going to Abbey 
Park to Ĩreverse trick or treatĩ on
Sunday, October 29th  and we are 
looking for donations of candy.  

There will be a collection box in the 
Narthex on Sundays October 8th  and 

October 15th .  The youth will then 
pack goodie bags to distribute to the 

residents. 
Thank you for supporting our youth!  

¯ëŬŲōũʀŬ ¯ĮĄĿɥ 
DëĄĪ ŇōňŲĪ ¯ëŬŲōũ 9ũĮëň ƑĮŁŁ ăĎ ōģģĎũĮňĤ ĪĮŬ ʅ¯ëŬŲōũʆŬ ¯ĮĄĿʅ  ăōōĿ ũĎĄōŇŇĎňĊëŲĮōňɠ  »ĪĮŬ ăōōĿ ĄōŵŁĊ ăĎ 
ōňĎ ŲĪëŲ ĪĎ ĮŬ ĪĮĤĪŁĮĤĪŲĮňĤ Įň ĪĮŬ ŬĎũŇōň ŬĎũĮĎŬɡ ōňĎ ŲĪëŲ ĤōĎŬ ƑĮŲĪ ŲĪĎ ĄŵũũĎňŲ ĄĪŵũĄĪ ŬĎëŬōňɡ ōũ ōňĎ ŲĪëŲ 
ĮŬ ļŵŬŲ ë ĤōōĊ ăōōĿ Ųō ũĎëĊɠ  [ōŦĎ Ɨōŵ ĎňļōƗɠ  »ĪĎ ĄĪŵũĄĪ ƑĮŁŁ ăĎ ŦŵũĄĪëŬĮňĤ ë ĄōŦƗ ōģ ĎëĄĪ ōģ ¯ëŬŲōũʀŬ 
ăōōĿ ŦĮĄĿŬ ģōũ ŲĪĎ ĄĪŵũĄĪ ŁĮăũëũƗɠ  ^ģ Ɨōŵ ëũĎ ĮňŲĎũĎŬŲĎĊ Įň ũĎëĊĮňĤ ëňƗ ōģ ŲĪĎŇɡ Ɨōŵ ëũĎ ƑĎŁĄōŇĎ Ųō 
ɽĄĪĎĄĿ ŲĪĎŇ ōŵŲɥɾ  ¯ũĎƐĮōŵŬ ɽ̄ ëŬŲōũʀŬ ¯ĮĄĿŬ Ąëň ăĎ ģōŵňĊ Įň ŲĪĎ :ĪŵũĄĪ lĮăũëũƗɠ 

wĄŲōăĎũ ȩȧȩȪ ăōōĿ ŦĮĄĿɢ    ɽ:ōŇŦĎŁŁĮňĤ lĮƐĎŬɢ VĮƐĎ qĎŲĪōĊĮŬŲ !ăōŁĮŲĮōňĮŬŲŬ ëňĊ 
ŲĪĎ ^ĊĎëŬ ŲĪëŲ ^ňŬŦĮũĎĊ »ĪĎŇɾ  

      9Ɨ :ĪũĮŬŲōŦĪĎũ ¯ɠ qōŇëňƗ 

Donations 

needed 



!ŁŁ ƗōŵŲĪ ĤũëĊĎŬ ȭ ŲĪũōŵĤĪ Ȩȩ ëũĎ ĮňƐĮŲĎĊ Ųō ŦëũŲĮĄĮŦëŲĎɥ 
ÒĎʀƐĎ ĤōŲ ŁōŲŬ ōģ ĤũĎëŲ ĎƐĎňŲŬ ŦŁëňňĎĊ ģōũ ŲĪĮŬ VëŁŁɥ 
ÒĎ ĪōŦĎ Ɨōŵ ƑĮŁŁ ļōĮň ŵŬ ëňĊ ăũĮňĤ ë ģũĮĎňĊɥ 

Sunday, October 1 st 

5pm to 7pm  
Join us for some fun, here at 

church!  

Sunday, October 8
th

 

Meet at the church at Noon 

We will get some lunch and then head to an 

orchard. 

Permission slips will be required. 

Parents:  pick up your youth at the church 

 at 4pm 

Sunday, October 15th 

5pm to 7pm 

Help us pack our ñreverse Trick or 

Treatò bags!  We will deliver them to 

the residents of Abbey Park on 

October 29th 

Sunday, October 22
nd

 

9:30am to 1:30pm  

Soup & bread 

fundraiser for ASP  

aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳǘƘ 
Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘǊƛǇǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ǇǇŀƭŀŎƘƛŀ 
{ŜǊǾƛŎŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ  hǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǘǊƛǇ ƛǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ 
ŦƻǊ Wǳƭȅ нлнпΦ  9ŀŎƘ ¸ƻǳǘƘ DǊƻǳǇ ƳŜƳōŜǊ 
ƛǎ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ !{t нлнпΗΗ 
²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ 
ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ƳƻǊŜ 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƻǳǊ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƛƴ 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΣ ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ 
ȅƻǳǘƘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΦ 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴǝƳŜΣ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƘŜƭǇ ƛǎ 
ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊΗ 

Sunday, October 29th 
Noon to 2:30pm 

Reverse Trick or Treating at Abbey Park! 
We will gather at noon here at the church 

for a pizza lunch and then we will head 
over to Abbey Park to Treat the residents 

to some Halloween fun! 
Permission slips will be required. 

Leaders: 
Angela Campbell  

810-241-7275 
Nathan Rahn  

734-276-3949 


